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Another HFA Reunion, a Success 

137th Hotchkiss Reunion Recap 
   The Hotchkiss Family Association Reunion 
was a resounding success for those could at-
tend. We got to know each other, learn a lot 
about the Civil War, the Gettysburg area, our 
Hotchkiss’ who served there and elsewhere 
during the Civil War. The Inn at Herr Ridge 
itself is a piece of Civil War history and is on 
the National Registry of Historic Buildings. 
Established in 1815 it stands between two 
battle fields and saw battle the first day. It 
served as a field hospital for Confederates in 
1863. Later, the Herr Tavern was a major stop 
in the Underground Railroad. The property 
played a pivotal role in helping slaves to es-
cape. Staying there definitely added to our 
Gettysburg experience that weekend. 
   Don Hotchkiss, Military Genealogist, Civil 
War reenactor and Gettysburg Reunion Plan-
ner Extraordinaire had our weekend planned 
and carried out to help us see a full picture of 
the Battle of Gettysburg.  
   You can jump into a Civil War Cavalry-
man’s daily life by reading Don’s Backstory 
article on how he learned about life in the 
cavalry. For a man who lives in the math and 
science world he helps us step right in at day-
break to life during that time. You can find 
the complete story at 
https://hotchkissfamily.org/137th-anniversary/ 
Scroll to the bottom of the page. Here are a 
couple of excerpts. 

“An infantry soldier, standing shoulder to shoul-

der with a hundred other men can get lost in the 

crowd should he do something that is not quite 

“period correct”. However, riding a horse at full 

tilt with a 36 inch saber in your hand, stirrup to 

stirrup with other riders causes one to stand out 

a bit in the crowd. Besides the embarrassment of 

being unhorsed at a gallop, there is the unplanned 

landing, usually sudden and painful. “ 

   Each step in the morning can be a learning 
experience, Reveille, Assembly, Stable Call, 
Watering Call, Breakfast Call, Boots and Sad-
dles, Don explains humorously in ‘Lesson 
Learned’ on some steps of the process). After 
the Saddle Part is listed, Don explains,         
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“Forget a step, put a wrinkle against the 

horses back, fail to remove a rock from a 

hoof, fail to water a horse, forget to double 

check the tightness of a strap and you are in 

for a bad ride or a very bad day. (Lessons 

learned). “ 
Don’s statement, “Be Careful of State-
ments Made In a Cemetery” he sums up 
the discoveries he’s made since his first 
encounter with re-enacting the Civil War. 
Just a few of his discoveries. “Research: 

Fast forward several years from my state-

ment made in 1998, I now have two each 4-

drawer legal size file cabinets filled with over 

600 Union Army files, 16 US Navy, 1 Con-

federate Navy and 60 Confederate Army 

files. The files show our ancestors served in 

the Regular Army, US Colored Troops, Mis-

sissippi Marine Brigade, Veterans Reserve 

Corps, Invalid Corps, Engineers, US Sharp 

Shooters (Berdans) and the State Volun-

teers. In addition, there are State files and 

files on the Militia, the Military Telegraph 

Corps, the US Burial Corps, Quartermaster 

Corps, the Christian Commission, the AMA 

and the list keeps on growing. I discovered 

books on Hotchkiss engineers, map makers 

and peace makers. There were even 5 

Courts Martial files (4 acquittals) and too 

many hospital records. With some digging, 

the obituaries have been discovered showing 

many lives well lived. Research turned up the 

Hotchkiss connection to the man who start-

ed the Civil War (Pizort Zeroy Hotchkiss), 

the woman who wrote Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

(Harriet Beecher-Stowe), the Man who fired 

the opening shots of the Civil War at 

Harper’s Ferry (John Brown), men who 

changed naval history at Hampton Roads, a 

man who witnessed the assassination of 

Abraham Lincoln and a man who voted to 

end slavery (Rep Giles Waldo Hotchkiss).” 

   At the same URL listed for Backstory 
of the Hotchkiss Family is a second piece 
on the Hotchkiss Family at Gettysburg. It 
includes bios of the Hotchkiss men who 
served at Gettysburg  cont’d on page 3 

Hotchkiss Cousins 

Mail costs rise again! 

The costs of printing and 
mailing a six page newslet-
ter continues to increase. 
Help reduce our costs by  
receiving it by email. We 
send an email for each  
newsletter (2 yr) by blind 
copy. It includes a brief 
overview & a link directly 
to the newsletter or go di-
rectly to the website. We do 
not share our mail list. 
Please keep update us with 
your current email. Send it 
to my email:  

dlmokdoki@aol.com 

 

Don Hotchkiss 
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Robert V. Hotchkiss  1932-2021 # 526-1(11)1-624-2 

On August 21, 2021, the Rev. Robert V. Hotchkiss, a 
Presbyterian pastor, joined the ranks of saints who rest 
from their labors. He was 89 and lived in Harrisburg, PA. 
The Rev. Hotchkiss served the Presbyterian Church USA 
in various capacities from 1956 until his death. His first 
calling was to serve two churches in Claysville, PA, fol-
lowed by 28 years at the Boulevard Presbyterian Church 
in Philadelphia PA. He retired as the Stated Clerk of the 
Synod of the Trinity in Harrisburg Pa. where he led the 
Synod into the digital age as the church’s “house nerd” 
as he tinkered with computers. The Rev. Hotchkiss also 
served as chaplain in the United States Army Reserve for 
nearly 20 years, holding the rank of Major.   
   He was a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania 
where he earned a B.A. with honors in Arts and Scienc-
es, a M.A. in Religious Thought (Christian Origins) and 
was elected a member of Phi Beta Kappa. He continued 
to earn both a Master of Divinity and a Th.M. in Biblical 
Studies at the Pittsburgh-Xenia Theological Seminary.  
Robert (Bob) was a beacon of light that shone full of 
faith, hope, and love.  
   He is survived by his wife of 67 years, Dorothy (née 
Richard); four children, Wendy Frisby, Pamela Kerns, 
Jennifer Skira, and Richard Hotchkiss; eight grandchil-
dren; and seven great-grandchildren. Services will be at a 
future date and held at Market Square Presbyterian 
Church in Harrisburg, PA where he served as a Parish 
Associate. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in 
his name to the Market Square Presbyterian Church Me-
morial Fund. 

Edna Crane Hotchkiss 1932-2019  
Binghamton - Edna Crane Hotchkiss passed away peace-
fully on November 4, 2019, just after celebrating her 
69th wedding anniversary with her loving husband, Clar-
ence Francis Hotchkiss III, #526-254-336-1. Edna was 
predeceased by her son Scott. She is survived by her 
three children: Kim Hotchkiss Hewitt, Mark Hotchkiss, 
Fred Hotchkiss, and her daughter in law Ellen Hotchkiss, 
as well as 11 grandchildren and 8 great grandchildren. 
Edna was born May 15, 1932, and graduated from 
Bingampton Central HS. She attended Purdue University 
Ridley Lowell Business School and the International 
Graphoanalysis Society.  
   Edna treasured her years with her church, singing in 
the choir and teaching Sunday school. She volunteered at 
the Binghamton Junior League, the Opti-Mrs. Club, 
PTA, ARC and the Samaritan Counseling Center, all of 
which enriched her life. She traveled the world and lived 
life to the fullest, loving her family first and foremost. 
The family will hold a private service for her and then a 
celebration of her life at a later date. Arrangements are 
with the Ernest H. Parsons Funeral Home, Binghamton, 
NY.                                                                                     

                                                        

Hotchkiss Passings 

Robert H. Breckinridge, Sr. 1930-2021 # 111-196-31                      
Robert H. Breckinridge, Sr., 91, of Hilton Head Island SC 
and Quechee, VT, son of Emily Hotchkiss and John S. 
Breckinridge passed away peacefully on August 15, 2021. 
Born January 12,1930 in New Rochelle, NY.    
   He graduated in 1951 from Yale University with a BS in 
Science and from the Sheffield School of Engineering. He 
served in the Army at Edgewood Arsenal in Maryland. He 
married Nancy Giles in 1952 and they were happily married 
for 69 Years. He began his professional career at General 
Motors, joined the Torrington Company from which he re-
tired as  V-P and CEO in 1984. He did not fully retire until 
he had taken an electronics equipment manufacturer, 
Vitronics public and formed Breck Enterprises.  
   He and Nancy’s children were, Robert, Jr., (Jane) of 
Avon, CT, David (Tracy) of Chattanooga, TN and daugh-
ter, Debra (Daniel Russin) of Bluffton, SC. They were also 
blessed by six grandchildren and five great grandchildren. 
Bob was also active in the community in the PGA Heritage 
Golf Tournament, Meals on Wheels, SCORE, Sons of the 
American Revolution, member of Avon Country Club 
among others. A Celebration of Life will be held on Nov. 
20 at the Providence Presbyterian Church, Hilton Head. 
Keith Funeral Home in charge arrangements. 

Jeanne Searles Hotchkiss 1952-2021 # 526-(10)23-233  
Jeanne Searles Hotchkiss, 69, of West Hartford, CT passed 
away September 27, 2021, after a courageous five year bat-
tle with cancer.  Born in Hartford to the late Carlton and 
Laura Searles, Jeanne graduated from Ithaca College in Ith-
aca, NY with a B.S. degree in TV and Radio Communica-
tion. Most of her professional career in corporate communi-
cations was with Security Insurance Group/ Orion Capital 
which was later acquired by Royal Sun Alliance in 1999.  
Jeanne is survived by her husband, Craig Hotchkiss, her 
son, Zachary Hotchkiss and daughter in law, Emily 
(Martin) Hotchkiss, grandchildren, Michael and Avery, 
brother, David Searles of Windham, NH, sister-in-law Cin-
dy Searles, her sister-in-law Lynn Hotchkiss Sakuma (Ted) 
of Scottsdale, AZ. Burial will be in Fountain Hill Cemetery, 
Deep River, CT on Oct 1, 2021. If you want to attend her 
celebration of life, email Craig_Hotchkiss@hotmail.com or 
zhotchkiss@live.com. 

The Hotchkiss Family Books: Update 

   The end of October, there were 5900 people in 2400 
families. Once each name is entered, research begins to 
fill out a family sketch;  some census information: 
birth, death, and marriage information, etc. It is  nearly 
finished with entry information from family group 
sheets for one son, with various stages of research to 
go with three more children to go.  

It is a long term project!  

Cont’d top of next page 

mailto:Craig_Hotchkiss@hotmail.com
mailto:zhotchkiss@live.com
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Support Your HFA 
Our organization was founded in 1880 and 
we are celebrating our 141st anniversary. We 
operate on donations in lieu of dues. The 
officers are volunteers.  Thank you to those 
who have donated to the HFA to fund the 
website and newsletter. Donations in any 
amount are welcome. Make your check pay-
able to the Hotchkiss Family Association 
and mail to:  Hotchkiss Family Assoc.  

c/o David Strong  
15 Old Middle Rd Turnpike 

Woodbury CT  06798 
Thank You for your support. 

NOTES FROM YOUR EDITOR 

Thank you to everyone who has reached out 
to provide information on your family for 
the next book. I appreciate your time and 
efforts. We are still accepting family infor-
mation especially on the Samuel2 , Sarah, 
Thomas and Daniel lines. Pictures from the 
reunion are still welcome. You may send 
them to my email address.  

Scott Joseph Hotchkiss 1956-2018  #526-254-336-1 
Scott Joseph Hotchkiss passed away from a blood infection on No-
vember 20, 2018. He is survived by his parents, Clarence and Edna 
Hotchkiss, loving wife Ellen James Hotchkiss and their three children: 
Joseph and wife, Kristine, Jake and wife Melissa, his daughter Casey, 
his brothers Mark and Fred Hotchkiss, sister Kim Hewitt, as well as 
four grandchildren. 
   He was born December 29, 1956, graduated Binghamton Central 
HS, attended Lehigh University and was a certified Master Tool & Die 
Maker. He worked many years in the family business, becoming Vice 
President of Stow Mfg. Co., before buying his own heating and air-
conditioning business that he ran for several years.  
   Scott loved life and lived it to the fullest following his passions and 
dreams. Golfing, running, boating and exploring were all avid pas-
times. He always had a joke, funny story or crazy activity up his 
sleeve and his smile and laughter were infectious. He loved his family 
and friends (and his Cowboys). He will truly be missed. The family 
will have a private service at a later date. In lieu of flowers, please 
consider a donation to the Rackers Center in Ithaca, NY. 

cont’d from page 1 
for both the Confederate and the Union side. A few of them are un-
placed as far as their Hotchkiss ancestry. If you can help in placing 
them with information you’ve inherited or researched, please let Don 
or your editor know. Both email addresses are on the back page of 
each newsletter.  
   Also at that same URL, there is another piece that included infor-
mation from Don’s Saturday evening presentation with additional in-
formation, Hotchkiss Tibits, a timeline leading up to & including the  
post Civil War issues with a Hotchkiss connection, and the Cost of the 
War to the Hotchkiss family, Hotchkiss letters and pension claims, 
Seven Brothers Who Served and the Headstone Project. Some very 
interesting stories are included even to those not big history buffs and 
a great opportunity to get your children and  grandchildren interested 
in our country’s history from the grassroots level. 
   PLUS, if you’d like to watch the evening presentations and our Sun-
day morning presentation by Mark Dunkelman, on the 154th New 
York Volunteer Infantry, be sure to check out these presentation on 
YouTube. For Mr. Dunkelman’s presentation the URL is 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EtRCeE3pxrI   Please be patient, 
the program begins about the 5 minute mark. Don Hotchkiss takes us 
through the Friday evening program, The Hotchkiss Family at Gettys-
burg, the 120 page booklet of maps and information at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1jOnpIbV4Gg   the program be-
gins  at about the 3 minute mark. Don’s Saturday night presentation on 
The Hotchkiss Family in the Civil War is at   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SMm1O2ZsNXE  the program 
actually begins about the 46:56 mark. If you have trouble with cutting 
and pasting the URL, just go to YouTube.com and search on Hotch-
kiss Family Reunion. 
  We also had two interesting presentations, one at breakfast and one at 
lunch  by Peter Miele, Executive Director of Seminary Ridge Museum 
and Education Center in Gettysburg. Unfortunately we were not per-
mitted to record those programs. Some pictures are included on page 5 
and six with additional pictures on our website. 

Don Hotchkiss,  

Our Military Genealogist  

   If you have Civil War family history to 
share, Don would like to hear from you, so 
please contact him. 

   Don has also asked if there is a member 
interested in compiling information on 
Hotchkiss folks who served in the modern 
wars (after 1900). He would be glad to guide 
them in their research and share family 
group sheets he has and the outline of a 
spreadsheet he’s developed to gather the 
military data.  

   You can reach him at his email address on 
page 4. 

Saturday, February 19, 2022  

Watch for an email after the holidays 
with further information about a 
Zoom meeting. It will take place at 
8pm Eastern, 7pm Central and 5pm 
Pacific time. We’ll have a short intro,  
and a presentation. There will be an 
opportunity for questions, input and 
be about an hour in length. More in-
formation to come... 



Lin Meeker 

5915 White Ibis Run 

The Villages  FL 32163 
Hotchkiss Family Assoc. Board 

James A. Hotchkiss, President 
Samuel  239-8(10)4-212 
Email: MayorJim1@msn.com 
 

Donald L. Hotchkiss, Jr., V-P & 
Genealogist, Military Service 
John 144-346-222-51 
Email: cpth65eng@aol.com 
 

Mary Jane Strong, Recording  
Secretary Email: david.strong@snet.net 
 

David A. Strong, Treasurer 
Joshua 526-234-633 
15 Old Middle Road Turnpike  
Woodbury  CT  06798 
Email: david.strong@snet.net 
 

Lin Meeker, Corresponding Secretary & 
Editor, Genealogist 
Samuel 238-153-312 
5915 White Ibis Run     
The Villages  FL 32163 
Email: dlmokdoki@aol.com 
 

 
 
 

Page 4 Coat-of-Arms 

This rendition of the Hotchkiss coat-of-
arms is printed in six colors on 11” X 
14” parchment, a handsome gift. The 
cost is $7.00 each plus $4.00 handling 
and postage fee for mailing to one  ad-
dress. It will be mailed to you with good 
protective backing. Enclose a gift card 
with your order if you wish it to be 
shipped to someone else. Send your or-
der to:  Mrs. Brenda Hotchkiss,  PO Box 
63, Mexico, NY 13114 

Make checks payable to: Hotchkiss 
Family Association, Inc.. Your order 
should include your name, address, 
check, number of copies requested & 
note your family relationship. 

ADD  

Family members to the mailing list. It 
arrives by email with a link to the 
HFA website where they can read the 
entire newsletter, print it if they   
prefer and share it with their family. 
Send their email to the editor at 
dlmokdoki@aol.com 



 Page 5 

Above & right: After opening remarks from Jim 
Hotchkiss, HFA President,  attendees look on as 
Don Hotchkiss begins his presentation, Friday 
evening on the Hotchkiss Family at Gettysburg. 
Upper right: Hotchkiss Mint bottles on display. 

Below & insert, Rev. Ruth Ward #111-895-7, 
conducted a wreath laying at O.W. Hotchkiss’ 
grave with a prayer from an 1864 Book of Com-



Above is a picture of most of the attendees, but all could not be at the Saturday evening function. Below is a picture 
from the cyclorama. Right after we were there years ago they closed for renovations and improving the presentation of 
the cyclorama was one. It is a 360 degree series of panorama of the various sections of the battle at Gettysburg. It is 
much improved.  You can see more pictures on the website with the newsletter. 
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Hotchkiss Memorabilia  

on Display 

Hard Tack 



These are just a couple of the pictures from 

the Cyclorama  which encompasses the cir-

cular walls of the room, depicting many 

parts of the three days of battle. All with 

sound and description. These paintings 

were completed in less than one year by 

artist Paul Phillippoteaux. First displayed in 

Boston in 1884 and came to Gettysburg for 

the 50th anniversary of the battle. 



The Hotchkiss Car Company
Hotchkiss et Cie

Hotchkiss remained the only car brand to have won 
six victories in the Monte-Carlo Rally until 1979.  

By 1905, Hotchkiss cars were favored by many of 
the English aristocracy. Hotchkiss, along with 

Mercedes and Rolls-Royce, became one of the most 
admired car marques, with a reputation for 

consistent high quality. The company flourished, but 
switched to military vehicle manufacturing when the 

Great War broke out.

1954 Hotchkiss Morceau

The Hotchkiss Company got its start in automotive manufacturing by making crankshafts and other engine 
components for other pioneering auto makers. At the turn of the 20th century, Hotchkiss began making its 

own line of cars in France. The first Hotchkiss car, a 17 horse-power four-cylinder model, was shown at the 
1903 Paris Salon. 

Hotchkiss-designed vee-twins were used in BSA 
front-wheel drive three-wheel cars. Later, Hotchkiss 
engines were used in early Morris Cowley cars. 
Hotchkiss was one of the first manufacturers in the 
world to adopt the in-line six-cylinder formula for 
its most luxurious models. 
The Hotchkiss drive was the dominate means 
for front-engine, rear-wheel drive cars in the 20th 
century. It is a shaft drive form of power 
transmission from the engine to the differential on 
its rear axle, which through leaf springs both locate 
the rear axle and transmit drive forces. 

In1954, the company bought French 
manufacturer Delahaye. In 1956, 
Hotchkiss merged with French car 
maker Brandt. During this time, 
The Compagnie Française Thomson-
Houston (CFTH) was formed in 
Paris, a sister company to General 
Electric in the United States. In 1966, 
CFTH merged with Hotchkiss-
Brandt to form Thomson-Houston-
Hotchkiss-Brandt. The last 
Hotchkiss car was produced in 1970. 

1936 Hotchkiss 686 

This 1913 Hotchkiss AD was 5.5 
feet wide, 15.2 feet long, with an 11-
foot wheelbase. It was produced in 
three- and four-cylinder models, with 
12/16, 16/20, and 20/30 bhp (brake 
horse power), and two six-cylinder, 
20/40 and 40/50 bph.

1931Hotchkiss AM Grand Tourer

At the 1927 Monte-Carlo Rally, 
three Hotchkiss cars placed in the 
top 25. The Monte Carlo Rally was 
the one to win, and Hotchkiss took 
first in 1932, with a 100 mph 3.5-
liter saloon. Hotchkiss took first 
again in 1933, 1934, 1939, 1949, 
and 1950. 

Hotchkiss cars performed well in 
long-distance trials in France, 
Ireland, and India. This contributed 
to the company’s reputation for 
quality cars. 
In 1907, the company vice president 
and three others, complete with  
luggage, took a 6-cyclinder model on 
a tour of France and England to 
promote the brand’s robust and 
reliable performance. 
A 4,000 mile track demonstration in 
1929 was completed over 16 days at 
an average speed of 66 mph, 
breaking 19 world records and 27 
international records.

1939 Hotchkiss Monte Carlo 680 Discoverable

The Hotchkiss drive is a shaft drive 
form of power transmission from the 
engine to the differential on its rear 
axle, which through leaf springs both 
locate the rear axle and transmit 
drive forces. It was the dominant 
means for front-engine, rear-wheel 
drive cars in the 20th century.

Car production was again interrupted by WWII and 
the company produced military vehicles. The firm 

returned to passenger car production in 1946.

1950 Monte Carlo Rally winning team of Marcel 
Lesurque (l) and Jean Trevoux. 

Sources:
Family Personal Files; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hotchkiss_et_Cie; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Technicolor_SA; https://www.club-hotchkiss.fr/fr/club-presentation/histoire; https://www.club-hotchkiss.fr/fr/la-production/la-competition;
https://www.motorsportmagazine.com/archive/article/february-1934/6/hotchkiss-again-win-the-monte-carlo-rally; https://www.tbauto.org/project/bsa-3-wheeler-1932-great-britain/; https://www.motorsportmagazine.com/archive/article/december-1998/76/the-house-of-
Hotchkiss

pedia.org/wiki/Hotchkiss_et_Cie; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Technicolor_SA; https://www// .club-hotchkiss.fr/fr/club-presentation/histoire; https://www.club-hotchkiss.fr/fr/la-productio
/archive/article/february-1934/6/hotchkiss-again-win-the-monte-carlo-rally; https://www.tbauto.org/project/bsa-3-wheeler-1932-great-britain/; https://www.motorsportmagazine.com/ar

The badge consisted of a pair of 
crossed cannons—as a salute to the 

company's first products. It was 
displayed on the radiator.

Founder Benjamin B. Hotchkiss, 
an American, had manufactured 
armaments used as early as the 
American Civil War.

D'Anne Hotchkiss of the John line designed this infographic about the Hotchkiss Car Company and has graciously allowed us to share it for all to enjoy.

It is filled with pictures of different models and lots of interesting facts.




